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Renewal at Advent 
 

We often hear the word stressful applied to our times. 
There are many stressors in every arena. Sometimes we 
expect there will be no stress at home, in the neighborhood, at 
school or church. It happens anyway. The “economy” has 
impacted many people and brought stress and worry. 
Sometimes we mistakenly think that if we are people of faith, 
life will never push us to the wall. 

More than half the Old Testament lessons for Advent 
and Christmas are from Isaiah. I find great encouragement for 
all days and especially the Christmas season in the last verses 
of chapter 40 even though it isn’t an Advent lesson. Isaiah 
speaks to us as Christians living in the challenges of 2009.  

“Have you not known? Have you not heard? The 
LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding 
is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and 
strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be 
weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who 
wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint.”  Isaiah 40:28-31 
(NRSV) 

Waiting is one theme of Advent. For long centuries 
God’s people waited for a Messiah to come. We who live in the 
21

st
 century find it difficult to wait. We have a “fast food” 

mentality about most of life. We want instant everything. 
Reality is very different. There are no quick fixes for chronic 
health issues, the troubles of war, the economy and 
joblessness, children and youth with problems, loneliness, 
overcommitted schedules, too much work, struggling 
marriages, seasons of loss and grieving. Spirituality is not 
instantaneous—though sometimes we think we are “born 
again” in a moment and the rest of life is supposed to be fully 
transformed and abundant. 
 But our faith life doesn’t work that way and neither 
does God. We cannot rush God’s timetable. Salvation is a day-
by-day process of committing to Jesus and growing in grace—
all of life is about growth and change; the greater our spiritual 
maturity the better we cope with challenges and suffering. 
Jesus never promised wide, easy roads. There would be 
crosses, persecution, complaining, disagreements, and a world 
of opposition. Jesus entered our world and lived with all the 
hardships as well as all the joys of life. So we wait upon the 
Lord. Many Bible translations use the word “wait.” Some 
translations use the word “trust” as in “trust in the Lord and 
your strength will be renewed.”  
 What kind of “strength” was Isaiah talking about? The 
first thing we think when reading this passage is physical 
strength. He spoke of running and soaring. These require 
physical strength. In the holiday season we need strength for 

all the tasks that come with Christmas “traditions” that keep 
growing over the years. Late nights and long hours of 
preparation can be exhausting. Perhaps we are better off doing 
fewer things--not trying to do it all. It may result in more joy. 
What is of the most value? What will be missed most if it does 
not happen?  

But weariness can come to our emotions and our 
faith; strength of emotion and strength of faith are necessary if 
we are going to make it as Christians—the Holy Spirit helps, 
too. Weariness comes to those who love, care, encourage, 
give generously, and strive to be obedient to God’s ways. 
Resistance comes from others—even in the church we find 
people don’t share the same views or passions. Believers have 
been known to “burn out.” St. Paul said to the church at 
Galatia, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  
Galatians 6:9 

Advent is a time to both “do” and “be”. Doing includes 
the Choir rehearsals, Christmas caroling, shopping and 
wrapping of presents, decorating, baking and food preparation, 
trips to the homeless shelters and helping people, Christmas 
parties, programs and celebrations—these things can nourish 
our souls if we don’t take on too much.  Being is “pondering all 

these things (the ways of God) in your heart” like Mary did 
when she got the job of being the mother of God’s Messiah. 
Being is prayer time, worship, reflecting on Scripture, listening 
to music, walks, writing in a journal—all which can nourish our 
souls; it is sleep so our bodies are rested, it is going easy on all 
the rich food and drink of the season. Think seriously about 
being in the January study to nourish your faith with 
others and help them from your insights and faith. Being is 
living within our means when the temptation is to over spend. It 
is an attitude of giving rather than getting.  

It is always hard to achieve balance in life. Those with 
the best intentions grow weary of doing good; they get 
discouraged, feel overwhelmed, and some days are anything 
but “victorious.” Jesus had the same experience. He got 
exasperated with his disciples and others. He questioned when 
he did so much and got no thanks or only resistance. So this 
season let us work to encourage each other and especially 
those who are weary. Let’s find time to “wait upon the Lord” so 
our physical, emotional and spiritual strength will be renewed. 
Let serve those in need with glad and generous hearts.  

 

May the Love of Jesus touch your 
heart this Christmas,  -- Pastor Carol 

 



              MemorialsMemorialsMemorialsMemorials    
 

 

 In Memory of:   

 

    In Memory of: Dick Pulse 

       For Memorial Fund 

       Given by: 

       Ruth & Craig Scheiner 

                           

    In Memory of: Amy Brooking 

    For: The Memorial Fund 

       Given by: R. Nozeika 

        

               

    In Memory of: Bart Stephens 

   For Memorial Fund 

   Given by:  Peggy Eline 

                        Betty Pulse 

 

 

An Invitation to Young Adults—18 to 35 
 

RUMC’s young adults are planning a brunch on 

December 6
th

 at 11:30 a.m. Come for homemade 

waffles, fruit, sausage, conversation, and 

fellowship. Other events planned for December: 

Movie night with discussion and food, Christmas 

Party, and a Bible study beginning in January. 

Contact Matt Dawson via e-mail at 

dawson.bucknell@gmail.com  

 

 
 

UMW Sells Gift Cards For a 

Fundraiser 
 

Planning to give Gift Cards for 

Christmas?  The last opportunity to 
order for delivery before Christmas is 
December 6th.  Please mark your 
calendars. 

 

Order forms are on the Bulletin boards in the Narthex, 

by the Fellowship Hall.  You get exactly the amount you 

purchase and we make a profit on each card.  Please 

consider shopping with us. Please consider purchasing a 

card for yourself or to keep on hand for that extra gift.  

For more information call Lois Burton, 410-833-5489 or 

Tammy Nash, 410-239-8394. 

 

 

 

Remembering Those We Miss At Christmas 
 

Pastor Carol and Pastor Dick will lead a time of 

worship and remembering. The service will be held 

in Northside Chapel at 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, 

December 13
th

. Many in our parish have lost loved 

ones in the last year, but others still miss those who 

have gone home to be with the Lord many years 

ago. All are invited for a simple service of prayer, 

scripture, music and remembering. 

 

UMW Christmas UMW Christmas UMW Christmas UMW Christmas 
PartyPartyPartyParty!!!!    

ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED - SAVE 

THE DATE! 

 

The UMW will hold their annual 

Christmas Party on December 3
rd

 at 7 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall.  This is a great way to meet other 

women of the church and find out what their circles 

do.  Refreshments and entertainment will be 

provided.  Hope to see you all there! 

    
Dinner with Suzanne Porter 

Suzanne Porter, missionary to Liberia, is 
coming to RUMC on Wednesday, December 
9th starting with a potluck supper at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        
Submissions for the January Newsletter are due by 
10:00 am, Sunday, December 20

th
.  Please e-mail 

articles to rumcoffice@rumcweb.org or deposit them in 

the Newsletter mailbox. 
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From the ShelvesFrom the ShelvesFrom the ShelvesFrom the Shelves    
 

The newest book by Richard Paul 

Evans, Christmas List is a wonderful 

holiday “Scrooge” story.  What if 

you got to read your obituary in 

advance?  Would you like what it said about you?  

What if you got to hear what everyone really 

thought about you?  Would you be happy?   How 

would you change your life before it was too late?  

This is quick reading book that just might make you 

do some soul searching. -- Lani 

 

UMW Super Bowl Sub Sale 
Feb. 6 and 7, 2010 

  
Celebrate the 2010 Super Bowl with delicious 

homemade subs from the United Methodist Women!  

Look for us between services on Sundays in January 

by the Fellowship Hall to place your orders.  Details 

will follow after the holidays. 

 

Prayer  ShawlPrayer  ShawlPrayer  ShawlPrayer  Shawl        Ministry Ministry Ministry Ministry     
  
Recently over 40 prayer shawls, 

stoles and lap robes were blessed in 

our Prayer Shawl Ministry.   

 

In addition to the many requested for individuals, 

several were taken to Walter Reed Army Hospital 

for our wounded military personnel, some were put 

aside for Kairos Outside and Safe House in 

Westminster received a few.  In addition we will 

begin making “helmet liners” for our troops serving 

in Afghanistan. 

  

Anyone interested in becoming a part of this 

ministry, please join our gatherings on the second 

and fourth Fridays of each month at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Parlor.  If you are unable to meet with us 

then, but would like to work at home on your own, 

we welcome that also.  Contact Marion Yohn (410-

833-1982 or romayohn@aol.com).  You will be 

rewarded with the joy that comes from sharing your 

talents and passing on prayers and blessings to those 

who receive the items. 

  

If you would like a prayer shawl for someone, 

please contact Marion.  Our crafters are ready and 

willing to make something “to order” if we do not 

have anything suitable on hand. 

 

Cherub Choir Information 

 

We are looking for young singers 

who like to have fun and “Praise 

the Lord!!” 

 

All children, four years old through second grade, 

are invited to participate.  We will sing on Music 

Sunday, December 20
th
 and on Christmas Eve for 

the 4:00 p.m. Family Service.   

 

The schedule is as follows:  December 6 and 13 
from 11:00-11:30 a.m..  The Sunday practices will 
be held in the Noah's Ark Room.  There will be one 

additional evening rehearsal so the children can 

practice in the sanctuary.  If you have any 

questions, contact Jennifer Skidmore (443-414-

9032 or jerb00@yahoo.com). 
 

 

EMPTY INK JET CARTRIDGES NEEDED 

FOR LOCAL MISSIONS ! 

  

What easier way to recycle empty ink jet cartridges 

(No laser cartridges, please.) than to bring them into 

church and place them in the basket under the 

Secret Pal table.  The best part is they will be 

shipped away for cash to be added to our Local 

Missions budget so we can continue to benefit those 

in our community who come to RUMC for help. 

  

Thank you to all who have contributed in the past.  

Please continue, and we ask that more of you start 

doing so.  It is so easy.  The company accepts all 

cartridges that can be held in the palm of your hand.   

Even if you are not sure what is useable, bring them 

in and the company will ecologically dispose of any 

they cannot use. 

 

Now that OLD CELL PHONES can no longer be 

recycled through the trash in Baltimore County, 

please also bring them in the and put them in the 

same basket.  They are being collected by the FFFM 

Circle to raise money for their mission projects. 

 

 
 



Men's Fellowship Happenings 
  

Saturday, December 5th
 will be the last Men's 

Fellowship Breakfast of the year. Get the latest 

info on the activities of the Men's Fellowship.  

Don't miss the opportunity to join the guys for good 

humor, lively discussion and lively chatter. 

Breakfast is held at the New Towne Diner and starts 
at 8 .am.  Bring a friend. 

 

             *                    *                    *                    * 

 

On Saturday, December 12th
 join the Men’s 

Fellowship for our 2nd Annual Men’s Huntin’ 

Day.  We will be traveling to The Outlet Shoppes at 

Gettysburg to hunt down the perfect Christmas 

presents for those special someone’s on your 

Christmas list.  Go hunting with the guys for some 

gift ideas and a little extra fun during the Christmas 

rush.  All men are invited to participate.  The 

carpool will depart from the RUMC parking lot at 9 

a.m. and will return after shopping and lunch in the 

afternoon. If you are interested, make your 

reservation today by contacting Steve Marroulis or 

Dennis Smith. 

 

            *                    *                    *                    * 

 

 The Glyndon Men's Advent Breakfast will be held 
on Sun. Dec 13th @ 6:30 am in the hall of Glyndon 

UMC. This interdenominational event is sponsored 

by the men of Glyndon UMC and is open to men & 

boys from all the area churches. Call the RUMC 

office to make reservations. 

 

            *                    *                    *                    * 

 

On Saturday, January 9, 2010 the Men’s 

Fellowship 2010 Kickoff Breakfast will be held at 

the Harden farm.  Those men who have attended 

in the past know that Pastor Dick and Ann provide a 

masterful breakfast feast each year.  This is a great 

way for the Men of RUMC to kick off the New 

Year.  Come join in the fellowship that cannot be 

missed, and find out what the Men’s Fellowship 

has in store for 2010! 

 

 

 

 

Community Tree Lighting 
Saturday, December 5

th
 – 6:30 p.m. 

Sponsored by Reisterstown UMC 

 

 

Come sing carols as we light our 

tree.  Enjoy the voices of 

Maryland Sings, Genesis One 
and Franklin Middle School 8th 
Grade Chorus. 
 

This year, our community representative will be 

Sister Jude of Sacred Heart Church. 
 

Afterwards, follow Santa and the 

luminaries to the Fellowship Hall for 

refreshments and a handcrafted 

wreath auction!   
 

Donations of food will be given to 
the Crisis Center. 
 

The shops on Main StreetThe shops on Main StreetThe shops on Main StreetThe shops on Main Street graciously agreed to 
stay open until 8:30 p.m! 

 
May the tree shine brightly for you during this 

Holiday Season! 

 

RUMC HISTORY & RECORDS CORNER 

 

The "Garden of Gethsemane" mural has graced the 

altar wall of the 1870's church (Northside Chapel) 

since June, 1950, when it was given in honor of 

Charlotte Virginia (Frank) Welsh by her husband 

(and Bonnie (Welsh) Lieberman's grandfather), 

Philip Ball Welsh.  In 1975 a copy painted by local 

artist Violet Caples, was presented on Easter 1975, 

in loving memory of Arthur Frantz Geist by wife, 

H. Marie (Welsh) Geist, and by daughter, Helen L. 

Geist.  Also in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. 

Philip B. Welsh, Sr. 

 

The "gold" on the outside front of the chapel was 

given by the Welsh children in honor of their father, 

Philip B. Welsh, Sr. in 1905. 

 

Written by Helen Geist, January, 1991 

 

 



Advent and Christmas Advent and Christmas Advent and Christmas Advent and Christmas 

Events at RUMCEvents at RUMCEvents at RUMCEvents at RUMC    
 

 

Nov. 29—Advent begins with hanging of the 

greens and lighting the Advent wreath  

• Worship at 8:30 & 10 a.m.  The memorial 
gifts of new Sanctuary banners and the 

new Sound cabinet will be dedicated to 

the memory of Virginia Owings and Don 

Allewalt respectively. 

• 6 p.m. Chrismon making in the Fellowship 
Hall for all families and tree decorating in 

the Main Sanctuary 

 

Dec. 3—7:00 p.m. United Methodist Women’s 
Christmas party. 
 

Dec. 5—6:30 p.m. RUMC’s Annual Community 
Tree Lighting with many choirs! Santa Claus 
comes to RUMC. Refreshments follow. 

 

Dec. 6—3:00 p.m. Organ Concert by Steve Stem 

in the Main Sanctuary 

 

Dec. 13—11:30 a.m. Service for Remembering 
Loved Ones who have Died, Northside Chapel 
 

Dec. 20—8:30 and 10:00 a.m. Worship: All 
Choirs Music Sunday 
 

Dec. 23—7:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve 
Eve, Northside Chapel. For all who may be 
traveling or otherwise unavailable on Christmas 

Eve. Informal dress; Holy Communion, carols. 

 

Dec. 24—Candlelight Christmas Eve 

• 4:00 p.m. Family Service with Cherubs 

& Children’s Choirs, and a special 

message for children 

• 7:00 p.m. Steve Stem at the organ and 

The Praise Band will provide music for 

the traditional service 

• 11:00 p.m. Cantata “Only Love” by our 

adult choirs 

 

Dec. 27—10:00 a.m. One service only; Worship 

will be for all ages.  
Happy Birthday Jesus Celebration. 

Bring a bell to ring of Christmas joy. 

Children may bring a new gift/toy for 

Blessing. If you want to bring a gift to 

honor Jesus, we are suggesting PAPER 

PRODUCTS FOR THE CRISIS CENTER 

OR DIAPERS OF ALL SIZES FOR THE 

ALPHA PREGNANCY CENTER. There 

will be a special message for all ages. We 

will have birthday cake, baptism and lots 

of Christmas carols. 

 

Jan. 3—8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Begin the New Year 

 

Jan. 10—6 week winter study in small groups 

starts. Begin the New Year deepening your walk 

with Jesus Christ. 

 
Join Others for 6-weeks of  

FELLOWSHIP & STUDY in Small Groups 
 

Sign up in December for an all-church study 

beginning the week of January 10
th
 – many times 

and days of the week are available. Martha Grace 

Reese has a practical study for congregations in the 

Main Line Churches titled Unbinding Your Heart. 
Reese’s book tells stories about vibrant 

congregations who have shared their faith 

experiences with others in ways that have made life-

changing differences. She promotes humor, whimsy 

and joy as ways to tell our faith stories.   Study 

groups will begin the week of January 10
th

 and 

wrap-up on February 20-21
st
. Give six study 

sessions with others from RUMC to better equip 

yourself to pray, become open to God’s leading, and 

offer hospitality and God’s story in your life.  

 

 

RUMC HISTORY & RECORDS CORNER 
  
From the February, 1960, "Church News" 

  

"Not Good if Detached” 
 

Every now and again you will find printed upon a 

coupon this statement, "Not good if detached”.  If 

one loses a portion of it, the whole becomes 

invalid.         

  

From the point of view of the Christian Church, we 

are not good, "if detached”.  The church does not 

have all of its power if its people are not present in 

worship, in fellowship, and in the work of the 

Church.                                               Paul A. Duffey 



Christmas Bible 
Study 

 
This video based study 
will look at the three true 
purposes of Christmas:  
Celebration, Salvation and 
Reconciliation.  Sessions 
will be held as follows: 

 
Wednesday, December 2nd 10:30 am – 12 pm 
    7 – 8:30 pm 
Thursday, December 10th 10:30 am – 12 pm 
    7 – 8:30 pm 
Thursday, December 17th 10:30 am – 12 pm 
    7 – 8:30 pm 
 
All sessions will be led by Pastor Dick and held 
at Pleasant Grove United Methodist Church in 
the Tracey Building. 
 
Cost of $15 for materials. 
 
Please contact the church office to register. 
 

 


