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A New Equation! 
 

About fifteen years ago as I was ending my corporate 

career, I was subjected to one of those “exit interviews” 

that most employees who are being laid off have to go 

through. There were the usual questions regarding my 

badge and my corporate credit card and the small talk 

that the boss makes with the affected employee. But 

then he asked me the big question -- “Any thought as to 

what you are going to do?” My immediate answer, 

without even skipping a beat -- was “I am going to 

simplify my life.” He laughed and said that when I found 

out how to simplify my life -- call him -- and in my self-

assured and semi-cocky way said (with a new sense of 

freedom) -- “You would not understand!” I am certain 

that this did not endear me to him and he probably 

thought it was good to be getting rid of this guy. Here 

was part of the problem -- months earlier -- I told him 

that I was not available to meet with him for a business 

meeting. He had looked at his calendar and said that he 

had openings at 9AM and 11AM on Sunday morning. I 

retorted – “I am not available.” Fifteen years later, I 

remember this interaction as if it had just happened. 

 

Adam Hamilton, Pastor of the Church of the 

Resurrection in Kansas City writes in his current book, 

Enough, that Pastor Carol and I are using for our 

October sermon series that: Simplicity says that less is 

more. Simplicity says we do not need as much clutter in 

our lives. In fact, the more we pursue “more,” the more 

stressed out we become. After all, more stuff means 

more maintenance which takes time, energy, and 

resources. The truth is that, more stuff makes us less 

happy. There comes a point in our life when we have 

enough stuff, and everything above and beyond that 

level on creates stress.”  
1 

 

Richard Foster, an eminent author on Christian 

spirituality, writes in his classic book – Freedom of 

Simplicity: Christian simplicity frees us from the modern 

mania of compulsive extravagance and brings peace to 

our frantic spirit.
2 
Simplifying our lives, in the face of the 

increasing demands on us by society is one of the most 

difficult tasks that a Christian faces. Daily we are being 

seduced into believing that we can be a dedicated 

Christian and also embrace the materialist demands that 

are placed upon us. As a result many of us lead very 

stressful lives as we seek to keep up with other families 

who seek to keep up with other families --- sort of like 

the dog chasing its tail. There appears to be no end in 

the pursuit.  

 

Jesus says “where your treasure is there is your heart” 

and Jesus also says that “we cannot serve two masters 

– we cannot serve God and Money.
3
  

 

So -- here is my take on simplifying our lives.  

• Reduce the amount of stuff that we think we need. 

Eventually it will all end up in a landfill anyway.  

• Try to simplify our schedule -- “No” is an acceptable 

answer to many requests for our time.  

• Cultivate relationships with your spouse, partner and 

family -- this is what counts in the end. Be available. 

• Take time for solitude and rest. 

• Take up a closer relationship with God -- read the 

Scriptures -- pray -- and pray with our families. 

 

Actually, there is a key reward from our efforts to simplify 

our lives – almost like a new equation for life. What is it? 

 

Simplicity yields generosity! – By having less stuff, we 

can be more generous. Sounds impossible? Think about 

it. You would be surprised that this new equation does 

work. 

 

Dick 
_________________________ 
1
Enough, Adam Hamilton, Abingdon Press, Pg 65 

2
Freedom of Simplicity, Richard Foster, Harper and Row, Pg 3 

3
Matthew 6:21; Luke 16:13



                                                        MemorialsMemorialsMemorialsMemorials    
 

In Memory of:  Dick Pulse 

    For Memorial Fund 
    Given by: 
           Norman Louden 
          Bea & Ed Gies 
           Sybil & Joseph Valentini 
          Marilyn & Stephen Sharpless 
            Dot & Bob Bond 
            Betty Hammond 
     Robert Doudiken 
           Jim Higgins 
     Olive Jones 
     Dowell Family Foundation 
     Minetta & Ken Lighthiser 
     Dotty Carpenter 
     Debra & John Klink 
     Lynn & Gary Owings 
     Cindy & Mark Smith 
     Stacy Krusinski & Deborah Singer 
     Pat Dinsmore 
     Patricia Walls 
     Joanne & Gene Will 
 

     For: Unified Budget 
    Given by:   Pat & Pete Caltrider 
 

       For VIM 
        Given by: 
           Velvia & Howard Goodrich 
            Marion Yohn 
 

In Memory of:  Amy Brooking  

        For:  Memorial Fund  
    Given by: 
           Cindy & Mark Smith 
           Linda & Clarence Kates 
           Carolyn & Chris Russell 
            Marlene Nozeika 
     J.Y. & Martha Welborn 
     Circle of Friends 
     Jerry & Barbara McNeiland 
 

    For: Kairos Outside of Maryland 
    Given by:  
     Amy McNeiland 
 

    For: Griffin/Yohn Scholarship 
       Given by: 
     Marion Yohn 
 

    For: VIM 
       Given by: 
     Tammy, Bill & Sara Nash 
 

In Memory of: Lawrence Reter 

    For:  Memorial Fund 
    Given by:  Joanne & Gene Will 
 

In memory of:  Bart Stephens 

    For Memorial Fund 
      Given by: 
     Betty Hammond 
     Kitty & George Oursler 
 

In Honor of:  Pastor Dick Harden’s birthday 

     For: The Unified Budget 
       Given by:  Kathy & Charles Smith 
    For:  VIM 
    Given by:  Bill & Susy Hedrick 

 

                NovembNovembNovembNovember er er er     
                    Special BirthdaysSpecial BirthdaysSpecial BirthdaysSpecial Birthdays    

 

Arline Standiford, 90 on November 2nd, 178 
Rosewood Drive, Cocoa, FL 32926 
 
Ernie Standiford, on November 9th, 178 Rosewood 
Drive, Cocoa, FL 32926 

 
Bob Baker, 94, on November 22nd, 112 Nob Hill 
Park Drive, Reisterstown, MD 21136 

 

Please remember these church family members with a 
card or a phone call. 

 

 

OUR CHURCH MATTERS 
 

NEWSLETTER OF REISTERSTOWN UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

PASTORS 

REV. CAROL C. YOCUM 

REV. DICK HARDEN 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF 

Office Manager, Jan Porter 
Secretary, Karen Boswell 

Newsletter Editor, Deby Brooking 
Office Volunteers; Pat Dinsmore, Carol Hoffman,  

Gae Ray, Cindy Smith, Pat Tracey 
Collators; Peggy Eline and Helen Fair, Mary Jane Huffman 

RUMC e-mail: rumcoffice@rumcweb.org 
RUMC Web Site:  rumcweb.org 

Office Phone: 410-833-5440 – Fax: 410-526-6838 
Dale Chambers Community Youth Center: 410-526-9521 

 
    
Submissions for the December Newsletter are due by 
10:00 am, Sunday, November 15

th
.  Please e-mail 

articles to rumcoffice@rumcweb.org or deposit them in 
the Newsletter mailbox. 
 



 From the ShelvesFrom the ShelvesFrom the ShelvesFrom the Shelves    
 
Scott Hamilton won the gold medal for 
men's figure skating at the 1984 
Olympics in Sarajevo. He went on to a 
successful professional skating career, 
but his life hasn't always been rosy. 

Now, he's written a book which tells all about the 
mysterious childhood illness that kept him from growing 
and his later battles with testicular cancer and a brain 
tumor. It's called The Great Eight,  and you can find it in 
our church library. Scott tells how he got through it all 
and how he found God.  It's worth checking out.  -Beth 
Waters 

 

Book Club 
 
The Book Club will meet on Thursday, 

November 19
th
 at 6:00 p.m. in the church 

kitchen for a potluck supper and lots of laughs as we 
discuss John Grisham's Skipping Christmas.  This novel 
is about Luther and Nora Krank who feel they must 
adjust how they celebrate Christmas now that they are 
becoming empty nesters.  If you've seen the movie, just 
forget about it --TERRIBLE!  Reading this novel will be 
a wonderful addition to your holiday celebrations. 
 

UMW Sells Gift Cards For a Fundraiser 
 
Beginning in November, we will take orders each 
Sunday for Christmas.  Please plan for your early 
shopping.  These cards can be used like cash for 
purchasing Christmas gifts or given as gifts. Our last 

order date will be December 6
th
 for delivery before 

Christmas.  Please mark your calendars.  For more 
information call Lois Burton, 410-833-5489 or Tammy 
Nash, 410-239-8394.  Order forms are on the Bulletin 
boards in the Narthex, by the Fellowship Hall and 
included in this Newsletter.  You get exactly the amount 
you purchase and we make a profit on each card.  Please 
consider purchasing a card for yourself or keep on hand 
for that extra gift. 

 

Annual Turkey & Ham Supper 
 
Our Annual Turkey and Ham Church 
Supper will be on Saturday, November 
7th

 from 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. This year we are 
offering an additional discount.  Wear 

your “new” church T-shirt to the supper and receive a 
dollar back!  The T shirts are being sold by the RUMW, 
proceeds to be used in the purchase of new stoves. 

    

An Evening of Fine MusicAn Evening of Fine MusicAn Evening of Fine MusicAn Evening of Fine Music    
 
"With One Voice" is an evening of fine music to 
benefit Carroll County Domestic Violence Safe 
House at St. John's Catholic Church in Westminster, 
MD.  This wonderful concert will be held on 
Saturday, November 21, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.  Our own 
Genesis One will be singing with many other 
wonderful groups.  Tickets are $10.00 for adults and 
$5.00 for children (16 and under). 
 

Ten Thousand Villages 
 

All members of RUMC are invited to shop at Ten 
Thousand Villages on Sunday, November 8, 2009.  
Come and have a fun time finding a beautiful 
handcrafted gift for someone special, while shopping 
Fair Trade, AND at the same time, raising money for 
our church. 
 

Ten Thousand Villages is a non-profit retail store 
promoting Fair Trade located at the Shops at 
Kenilworth, 806 Kenilworth Drive, Towson.  It is on 
the lower level. 
 
 

Below is a coupon that you present when you 
purchase your items and at the end of the day 15% of 
the total will be donated to RUMC. 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

Plan to join one of your parish congregations for 
Thanksgiving: 

• RUMC – Breakfast at 8:30 a.m. followed by 
Worship at 10:00 a.m. in NSC 

• PGUMC – Breakfast and Fellowship at 8:30 
a.m. 



Make your plans now to 
come and share 

 
Suzanne Porter, missionary to Liberia, is 
coming on Thursday November 19th to 

Pleasant Grove UMC at 7:00 p.m. for a time to share 
dessert and her experiences, and to RUMC on 
Wednesday December 9th starting with a potluck 
supper at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

 
 

Sponsored by the Pleasant Grove UMW 

Saturday, November 7, 2009 
9:00 am – 2:30 pm 

 

Pleasant Grove U.M. Church 
(Dover & Pleasant Grove Rd, near Boring, MD) 
 

CRAFTS, FLEA MARKET ITEMS AND 

MUCH MORE!! 
 

SPACES AVAILABLE 
VENDORS NEEDED 

 
For more information and 
Rental space, please call 

Shirley:  410-429-1981 or 
  Vola:  410-429-3922 

e-Mail:  pgchurch@verizon.net 
 

UMW Christmas Party! 
 

ALL WOMEN INVITED - SAVE THE DATE! 

The UMW will hold their annual Christmas Party on 
December 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  This 
is a great way to meet other women of the church and 
find out what their circles do.  Refreshments and 
entertainment will be provided.  Hope to see you all 
there! 
 
 

ChrismonChrismonChrismonChrismon    
 

Our Chrismon Program will be held on Sunday, 
Nov. 29th, at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  We 
will create our Chrismons before going to the 
sanctuary where they will be hung on the trees, while 
everyone sings their favorite Christmas Carols. This is 
a program for the entire family.  Following the 
program, refreshments will be served in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
If your name begins with A-S, please bring a plate of 
cookies; if T-Z, please bring juice or punch to share. 
We’ll have a very "special visitor" stop by.  Any 
questions please call Dawn and Dan Blake (410-252-
0693). 

 
 

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You!!!! 
♥ Beginning in 2005, RUMC has been a GREAT 

contributor to making life better for those who are 
staying at the Carroll County Safe House.  JOY 
wants to thank all who so generously contribute the 
items asked for & also for the monetary donations.  
In times like this, it means so much for you to be 
able to help out this worthwhile need.  Carol 
Hoffman 
 

♥ Dear RUMC Family, God promises He will be with 
us and comfort us in hard times.  We have felt His 
provision through your wonderful cards, words of 
condolence and prayers at the death of my father, 
Sam Jones.  The beautiful peace plant will be a 
reminder for us of our caring RUMC family.  Thank 
you so much.  With love, Barb, Bob, Dave and Dan 
Stevenson. 

 
♥ Dear RUMC Family, we are very grateful for all of 

the cards, calls, visits, dinners, Peace Lily, and 
prayers you so lovingly showered us with upon the 
sudden death of Amy.  You anticipated our every 
need and fulfilled those needs for us.  We especially 
want to thank Pastor Carol for staying with us the 
day we heard the horrific news, Pastor Dick and 
Pastor Carol for their visits and for the Memorial 
Service which was beyond beautiful and absolutely 
perfect, Karen Boswell for the Power Point slide 
show, Phil and Darlene Gobrecht and Bill and Susy 
Hedrick for the beautiful music during the Service 
and all who prepared and served the food.  Also 
thank you Pastor Dick for the “Memorial Tree 
Planting Service” at our home.  We are so very 
blessed to be a member of the RUMC Church 
Family!  With love, Deby, Bob and Bobby Brooking 

 



Mark Your Calendar! 
 
December brings a wonderful 
seasonal activity for the community 
and the church life.  The Tree 
Lighting is scheduled for Saturday, 

December 5th
.  Once again, voices of RUMC and 

Maryland Sings will celebrate the season with 
special holiday carols.  Also, following the arrival 
of Santa, everyone will gather in the Fellowship 
Hall for refreshments sponsored by the United 
Methodist Women, and the Annual Wreath 
Auction sponsored by Maryland Sings (bidding 
starts at 5:00 and continues until 8:00 p.m.).  
Anyone in the community can donate/create a 
wreath.  If you have questions, contact Lani 
Hoffmann (more to come in the December 
Newsletter). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RUMC History & Records Corner 
  
From 1914 - 1930 Ladies Aid Society minutes.   
  
Meetings were held the first Friday of the month 
jointly with the Sewing Circle (1918).  Dues were 
50 cents per year and were raised to $1 per year in 
1925. 
  
In 1926, bags were given to all members - blue for 
wet weather and yellow for dry.  “One cent was to 
be deposited in the bags by the members 
designating the kind of day and were to be brought 
at the next meeting.”  In 1928 a total of $27.71 was 
taken in. 
  
The wet and dry bags were used until 1929.  A 
money raiser then began with members divided into 
12 sections and one group would raise money each 
month for “Aid.” 

 
 


