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Moving Forward in 2009

For many of us, we are rejoicing that 2008 is now in
the record books. We are in the midst of a severe
economic downturn and there are members in our
congregation who have lost their jobs. Others have
experienced the collapse of their retirement funds.
There is a malaise enveloping the country — and we in
Reisterstown are not immune from it. Remember the
old saying — “The difference between a recession and
a depression is whether or not you have a job. For
those with a job — we are in a recession — for those
who have lost their job — we are in a depression.” In
spite of what is happening around us, | have hope for
2009.

| think that the 2009 outlook for our church remains
bright. Why would you say that you are probably
asking? Well first of all, | continue to believe that God
has special plans for our congregation and for each of
us. Whenever we get into a period of doubt and
uncertainty, we need to remember that God has been
faithful to us for over 230 years — and many of us
have sought to be faithful to God’s desires. God will
not abandon us. Jeremiah 29:13-18 reminds us that
“God has plans for us — to give us a future with hope”
—and God does not disappoint us.

Your church continues to steadfastly proceed on
implementing our vision. Our future resides in our
bringing young people to Christ thorough our youth
program. By being so focused upon the youth — we
attract families with young children - and that is the
formula for success — AND — church growth. Amy
McNeiland, as our fulltime Director of Youth and
Children Ministries, has brought us energy and focus
and follows through on commitments that she makes.

The Baltimore-Washington Conference of the United
Methodist Church recently awarded us a $25,000
grant to help support this emerging ministry — and we
can apply for additional funding in 2010. Our church

has been recognized as being at the forefront of
seeking to bring new Disciples for Christ.

But the key aspect to our continued growth will be the
spiritual development of each of our members. Your
pastors and the church leadership team continue to
place emphasis upon our individual spiritual growth.
RUMC cannot grow and live out our Vision without
each of us realizing that as we grow closer to Christ,
God will continue to bless our church. Here are some
hints for each of us — so that our spiritual life can and
will become more fruitful.”

1. Pray more often — give thanks to God for our
families, our spouse, our friends, our church and
community.

2. Practice gratitude — list things you are grateful for.

3. Find the sacred in the ordinary — take time to
notice the sunsets (especially spectacular in the
winter), rejoice in the sound of children laughing.

4. Help others — find time to volunteer, serve in a
soup kitchen, stack cans at the Crisis Center, give
of yourself and God will reward you.

5. Read Scriptures — even if it is only one verse a
day — go on the web and look for reading
schedules.

| know it sounds simple — but through these practices
— each of us will grow deeper in the faith and our fruit
will result in Reisterstown UMC continuing to grow.

Certainly finances are important — but church financial
concerns will also be solved as we grow closer to
Christ.

God’s continued blessings and Hope for 2009!

Pastor Dick,

! The Free Lance Star, Fredericksburg, VA, December 27, 2008



Baskets of Love

Twenty-six baskets filled with all kinds of goodies
were delivered just before Thanksgiving to some of
our members that have moved to senior
communities or have a difficult time getting to
church because of health reasons. A group effort
went into preparing these baskets designed to let
these special members know we are thinking about
them during the holidays and throughout the year.
Thanks to all of the different groups that
participated, including Circle of Friends, UMW,
UM Men, Willing Workers, Local Missions, JOY,
Prayer Shawl Ministry and the UM Youth. The
youth learned how to knit coasters and made ribbon
ornaments. Others made wonderful baked goods
and provided items such as body lotions, soap, fruit,
scarves, and many other useful items. Thanks to all
of you who helped fill the baskets to the brim. They
were beautiful and very much appreciated by those
receiving them. A special thanks to Amy
McNeiland and the FFFM girls and leaders who
helped assemble the baskets. Thanks for a fantastic
church-wide effort. Sincerely, Amy Hart

Thank You!

v To all of Our Church Family, Thank you, thank
you, thank you for the delightful Holiday basket.
We unpacked it an item at a time and found that it
contained many small gifts — either delicious or
very useful. It reminded me of unpacking a
Christmas stocking. It was fun! We are enjoying
the crackers and sweets and tea and will use the
other gifts as needed. The candy cane and
Christmas ornaments will be hung on our tree
when our “children” come to put it up, and the
neat card will be hung with our other Holiday
cards.  They will all remind us of your
thoughtfulness at this happy Holiday season. We
truly appreciate all the effort that went into
making this unique gift and delivering it to us.
We wish for each of you a healthy happy
Christmas season and a New Year in which you’ll
be blessed by God’s presence in your life. Our
Christian love to all, Ann and Ed Garman

v Thanks very much to all of you who prayed for
me and sent cards, the Basket of Love and the lap
robe from the Prayer Shawl Ministry. The support
of my RUMC family has been very important to
me during my recent illness. Bob Croxton

v We deeply appreciate the many cards and kind
expressions of sympathy on the death of Bob. The
service by Pastor Carol and visit of Pastor Dick
were very reassuring. The Peace Lily is beautiful!
The luncheon was delicious. It was so comforting
to be part of such a caring church. The Ator
Family

v Dear RUMC Family, What a touching surprise to
receive a beautiful Peace Lily when we got back
from Jim’s mom’s funeral in Michigan. We don’t
know what we would have done without you all
during this whole process. It was such a comfort
to receive cards, hugs and condolences in the
“Prayer Circle” as we expressed our concern for
mom. You were all a part of our healing process.
Thank you all for your thoughtfulness. Cherie and
Jim Brondyke

v AWESOME! Recently, at our tea, Melissa
Meeks, the Program Director of the Carroll
County Safe House spoke to the JOY Circle. She
described our donations as awesome. RUMC is
the largest contributor to the Safe House because
of your generosity. Thank you for your continued
support for this worthy cause. Carol Hoffman

Lighthouse & Friends
“Christmas in January”

January 10, 2009 at 7:30 pm
RUMC Fellowship Hall
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United Methodist Women will again be participating in
the Reading Program. All ladies of the church, whether
you are actively involved in UMW or not, are invited to
spend the next several months reading an interesting
mixture of both FICTION and NONFICTION books
recommended by the Women’s Division of the General
Board of Global Ministries. Books appropriate for youth
are included and adults are also encouraged to read
these.

The basic purpose of this program is to become more
knowledgeable and caring Christians. The books are not
promoted with the expectation that we agree with
everything but that us:

o expand our understanding of and participation in
God’s mission

O increase our sensitivity to all human beings

O become critical thinkers about issues facing
humanity today

UMW has the use of two shelves in our church library to
house several of these books. Located on the shelf you
will find pamphlets explaining the program and showing
all the 2009 choices in four categories: Education for
Mission, Nurturing for Community, Social Action and
Spiritual Growth. In addition, Response and New World
Outlook magazines are available to read. Tri-fold
pampbhlets called “Your Reading Program” are available
to write down the books you read. Later in the year
these lists may be turned in to receive a certificate from
the District UMW. This is one step we are taking to be
recognized as a “Mission Today Unit.”

There are two ways to sign out these books. If they are
on loan to the library, sign them out and then back in on
a special clipboard. Books our library owns will be
signed out in the usual manner. Many books can also be
found in the public library or may be purchased for your
personal collection.

Some books will count as two. These are called
Bonus Books and are indicated in the pamphlet by a
gold star. Books going back as far as 5 years may
also be read for this year. Stop by the library and
take a look. You are sure to find something that
interests you. To find the list of 2005-2009 books,
contact the Women’s Division web page:
http://gbgm-umw.org/umw/Reading Program.

If you have any questions, please call Cindy Smith at
410-833-7240.

Book Club é

Book Club will start off the New Year by discussing
Dewey (underlined) by Vicki Myron. This is a heart-
warming story that shares the mysterious and
wonderful ways of cats. In 1988 a ginger-colored
eight week old kitten was put in the book drop at the
public library in Spencer, lowa. He became the
library cat and lived there for 19 years having an
impact on the library itself, the patrons, and especially
on the head librarian. Dewey's fame grew world-
wide. We will meet on Wednesday, January 21 at
7:00 pm in the library. All are welcome.

? From The Shelves

? Check out some of our new arrivals!
Are you interested in learning about the Apaches? If
so, there's a new arrival in our church library that can
help you. It's "Indeh: An Apache Odyssey" by Eve
Ball. Complete with narratives from actual Apache
survivors, it tells how the tribe faced war in the
Southwest; exile in Florida and Alabama; prisoner-of-
war status in Oklahoma; and, finally, the return home.
Pictures and maps add to the book's appeal. When
"Indeh: An Apache Odyssey" finishes its stay on our
"New" shelf, you can find it in our "History" section.
It's worth checking out. Beth Waters

Marriage Enrichment

Weekend Retreat

What better way to spend Valentine's Day weekend
than to learn simple principles that will help
transform the quality of your marriage? The retreat,
entitled "Inmates or Intimates,” is sponsored by
Linden-Linthicum UMC and Triadelphia Seventh-
day Adventist in Clarksville. Final registration
($330) deadline is January 10. For information
call 301-317-5428 or 301-801-2344, or go to
www. TriadelphiaChurch.org/Marriage.

When: Friday and Saturday, Feb. 13 and 14
Where: BWI Comfort Inn Conference Center
6921 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd




Prayer Shawl Blessings

The RUMC Prayer Shawl crafters have
been busy at work and on Thanksgiving
morning over 25 items made in prayer
during gatherings and at home were
blessed. The cards on them, made by
Barbara Rhodes, indicate to the recipient that blessings
and prayers are not only from the makers or the Ministry
but, also, from the entire congregation. At an earlier
individual blessing, a lap robe made by the girls of the
FFFM group of the UMW was blessed and delivered to a
young man paralyzed during a work-related accident.

Prayer shawls can be made for people for many reasons:
iliness, birthdays, engagements, showers, weddings,
graduations, a new baby, appreciation, kindnesses, or
any occasion you might wish. If you would like to have
a shawl made during the month of January, please
contact Peggy Eline (410-833-0890), or Marion Yohn
(410-833-1982) any other time and we will ask one of
the crafters to fill your request. The project will then be
blessed at a future service.

Donations may be made to the Ministry with checks
made payable to RUMC with "Prayer Shawl Ministry"
in the memo section.

If anyone would like to become a part of this Ministry,
come join us whenever you can on the second and
fourth Fridays of each month. We meet in the parlor
at 10 am.

Starting Fregsh

The beginning of the New Year is the time folks make
their resolutions for improvement of their current
behaviors. Resolutions such as quitting smoking, losing
weight, getting regular exercise and others are common.
Habits are sometimes extremely hard to change. Each
person should be encouraged to continue their efforts to
obtain their desired results. Embracing that idea in their
church life, the discipline of stewardship would be a
worthwhile endeavor. Now is the time to make a change
or set new goals for one's self and family.

Those new goals should be to support the church with
one's prayers, presence, service gifts and witness. The
first of these is to develop a more active daily prayer life.
Prayers undergird the congregation of members and their
efforts in ministry. Secondly, be present at worship
services on a consistent basis. Worship is a vital
component of a relationship with Christ. Thirdly, be in
service to and through the church’s ministries to the
community at large and witness to others about entering

into a personal relationship with God. Remember that
being a Christian is not a spectator sport but an effort of
participation. Christ expects one to be an active member
of His body, the church. Another would be the
discovery and use of a person's spiritual gifts. In this
way, the mission of the church can be distributed
throughout the congregation. Finally, your gifts give the
financial resources that are necessary to allow the church
to grow.

The substance and vitality of the church is transformed
through the people. With optimism, the year 2009 begins
new and renewed efforts in fulfilling the mission and
vision of this congregation. With the combined efforts,
faith and prayers of many, God's intentions for RUMC
will revealed and the tasks towards its fulfillment begun.
The Stewardship Team

Fiest Annval Chili Coolc-off
Sponsored by the Men’s Ministry

Who makes the best chili at Reisterstown United
Methodist Church?

Men and Women - Sign up_today for the First
Annual Chili Cook-off
to be held March 1% at high noon.

Certificates awarded in multiple categories.
Call or e-mail: Steve Marroulis 410-833-7249
stevemarroulis@hotmail.com or Tony Trcka 410-526-
5078

Super Bowl Sub Sale

Celebrate the 2009 Super Bowl with
delicious homemade subs from the
United Methodist Women! The
American cold cut subs are available in 9” for $6.00, 12”
for $8.00 and round sub (serves 10 — 12) for $30.00.
They come super-loaded — just ask any of our past
customers! The subs are double-wrapped and
condiments are separate so they can even be used for
lunches on Monday! Subs can be picked up on
Saturday, January 31 between 11 am and 12 pm or on
Super Bowl Sunday, February 1 between 9 am and
12:30 pm. Order forms will be available on the table in
the Narthex in January and taken at the Fellowship Hall
entrance between services on Sundays through
January 25. If you have any questions, please call Patti
Musial at 410-857-4484.




Job Skills Bulletin

Customer Relations Professional with strong
background in Sales Support, Project Scheduling,
Material Management, Customer Service, SAP, and
Sarbanes-Oxley compliance.

0 Extensive Order Management experience
combined with excellent problem solving,
negotiation and organizational  skills.
Portfolio includes exceptional decision
making skills coupled with teamwork
experience, and ability to thrive under
adversity.

0 Managed 7 customer service representatives
in the telecommunications industry.

o Functioned as liaison between internal and
external customers.

o Proficient in MS Word, Excel and
proprietary order tracking and record
keeping systems.

Worked with Mortgage Loans in the following
areas:

o0 Cash Processing, Collection calls of overdue
payments

0 Remitted monthly reports to GNMA and
private investors

o0 Paying mortgage insurance for FHA loans,
address customer concerns, set up escrow
accounts

0 Worked with funding of construction loans.

Part-Time Office Work: College Student is
seeking Part-Time entry level office work. Skills
include:

o MS Word, Excel and Power Point
o Verbal and Written Communication
o Team Worker

SALES PROFESSIONAL  with  extensive

experience supplying specialty and custom products

to builders, contractors, architects and homeowners

in the more demanding higher end of the

marketplace.

e Inventory control emphasizing “on time”
purchasing

e Purchasing stock inventory and maintaining
availability

e Scheduling and maintaining “on time” work
flow through our custom woodworking millshop

e Inside sales support of the commercial sales
department with emphasis on scheduling and
processing special order purchases

e Inside counter sales with emphasis on
developing quotes, closing sales and
maintaining proper levels of in-house inventory

e Extensive telecommunication work
e Qutside sales in a continually competitive
market where the development of personal

relationships were often more powerful tools
than price toward closing a sale

RUMC Youth @Group

Jan 11: ROCK Meeting for parents/youth
11:30 am Main Sanctuary
6-8 pm Combo Youth/Parent Group:
Nothing But Nets KICK OFF

Jan 16: SAVE THE DATE!
Chick-Fil-A fundraiser for youth group
5-8 pm Westminster

Youth Group 6-7 Middle High; 7-8 High School
Bring 3 things that tell us about you!
Music CD's are welcome-language
appropriate

Jan 25: Combo Youth Group

Movie Night: Patch Adams 6-8 pm
Jan 30-Feb 1: Youth Group @ ROCK 2009,
Ocean City, MD

Feb 1: No Groups!

Returning from ROCK 2009!!!



¢ Memorials ¢
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In memory of: Mary Virginia Owings
For: Northside Chapel Fund
Given by: Deloris Stark

In memory of: Nettie France
Given by: Hazel Bayne/Jo Ann Trott

In memory of: Don Allewalt

For: The Unified Budget

Given by: Frank Simmonds
John & Sue Wright
Barb & Dave Kehne
Gary & Lynn Owings
Daniel & Marlene Wyczaled
Elizabeth Himmer
Norman Louden
Betty Hammond
Peggy Miller
Joan Osborne
Nancy Spiva
Howard Heneson
Janie & Ray Hill
Dorothy & Donald Hannah
Larue Allewalt
Bob & Alice Seohnlein
Jim & Jan Eline
Pete & Pat Caltrider
Raymond & Ann Moore
Robert Doudiken
Leonard & Angie Rutledge
Garlin & Suzanne Young
Tom & Alice Caltrider
Beckie Lamborn
James & Katherine Wu
Bob & Dot Bond
Pat Dinsmore
Norman & Dorothea Miller
Frances & Joseph Hatcher
George Oursler
John & Mary Posther
Amelia & Kirvan Pierson
Betty Brown
Mary Jane Huffman

In memory of: Bob Ator
For: Music Fund
Given by:  Bill & Susy Hedrick

In Memory of: Jack Livermore

For: Memorial Fund

Given by: Robert & Sharon Hopkins
Charles & Marianne O’Neil
Warren & Linda White
Annie Harrell
John & Janna Thornton
Dick & Betty Pulse
Ronald & Shirley Armacost
Gary & Lynn Owings
William Schofield
J. Streett Broadbent
Antoinette & Leonard Averbach
Jerome & Marjorie Davis
Frederick & Susan Hamil
Cheryl & Tony Cannon
Jeffery & Darlene Lang
Charles & Dorothy Zombro
Ed & Gerri Hare
Faculty Glyndon Elem. School
Tom & Alice Caltrider
Chamber of Commerce
Mary Jane Huffman
Marjorie Linker

For: Music Fund

Given by: Bill & Susy Hedrick
George & Lani Hoffmann
Bob & Sue Priest

For: VIM Fund

Given by: Brian & Janice Holsonbake

In memory of: Rob McClure
For: Memorial
Given by: Mary Jane Huffman

Frances Hatcher, 85 on January 6", 326 Mary

Avenue, Westminster, MD 21157

Dudley Gooch, 95 on January 30", Bonds Forest,

2261 Old Westminster Road, Finksburg,

21048

MD

Please remember these church family members

with a card or phone call!




Inkjet Cartridges,
Laser/Toners And Old Cell Phones

We hope you aren't throwing your empty INKJET
CARTRIDGES, LASER/TONERS and OLD CELL
PHONES away! Bring them to church instead. Did
you know we get paid for all of them to benefit our
Local Missions budget?

As we are getting less than 50% of
what we had in the past, our recent L
shipments netted much less. Thank you (:
to all who contributed, but we need [=
more of you saving them and more ¢
pieces than ever. Even if you are not sure what is
useable, bring it in. The company will ecologically
dispose of any they cannot use.

The box under the "Secret Pal" table is waiting to
receive all the above. Please keep them coming.
There are many in our community who need help
and can benefit from this program.



