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Stages of Faith
November includes two significant themes for us as 
Christians. Thanksgiving is a national holiday, but giving 
thanks, being content, generosity, living with an “abundance” 
mentality rather than a “scarcity” perspective, are all central 
to our faith in God.  Advent - the start of the Church year, is a 
season of spiritual preparation for the coming again of Jesus 
as Risen Savior and as a babe, begins November 30
men’s study groups are studying Seeing Gray in a World of 
Black and White, by Rev. Adam Hamilton. Chapter four is on 
spiritual maturity. This time of year is a great season to 
examine our own spiritual growth/maturity. A growing sense 
of gratitude is evidence of spiritual maturity. 
there is room for improvement and a desire to becom

more like Christ in our walk with God is a second sign of 
spiritual depth. Thanksgiving and Advent support both of 
these attributes.  
 Hamilton used Dr. James Fowler’s book, 
Faith, to identify maturing faith - goals to aim for in our lives. 
Hopefully none of us will come to the end of our life, after 
years in the church, and be found by God to be spiritual 
pygmies! The second section of our Vision Statement is to 
“Grow and Equip People for Ministry”. Following are Fowler’s 
six stages of maturing faith: 
• Stage I: Intuitive Projective Faith. This is how children 

ages three to seven believe. The faith is shaped by their 
imaginations and parents and is like a fairy tale. It is hard 
to see the difference between God and Santa Clause or 
the Tooth Fairy. 

• Stage II: Mythical Literal Faith. Some people never 
emerge from the “elementary school age stage” in which 
external authority and literalness define faith. “If I am 
good, God will bless me, like me, help me, etc.” My 
behavior drives God’s behavior. 

• Stage III: Conditional or Synthetic Conventional 
Faith. Most teenagers can exist with a faith at this level 
of maturity and many adults never move beyond this 
stage. People of faith conform to the expectations and 
beliefs of particular groups or authority fig
critical examination of those beliefs. The person’s beliefs 
are molded by what others believe.  

• Stage IV: Individual Reflective Faith. At this stage faith 
has met trial and challenge. Easy answers don’t help. 
Sometimes faith is hard and even shattered, because of 
questions that come from hardships. People begin to 
own faith for themselves, not looking to the faith of 
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Most teenagers can exist with a faith at this level 
of maturity and many adults never move beyond this 
stage. People of faith conform to the expectations and 
beliefs of particular groups or authority figures with little 
critical examination of those beliefs. The person’s beliefs 

At this stage faith 
has met trial and challenge. Easy answers don’t help. 

en shattered, because of 
questions that come from hardships. People begin to 
own faith for themselves, not looking to the faith of 

parents or authority figures. Stage IV no longer has only 
black and white, absolute, certain answers to life’s hard 
events. Faith includes crisis, struggle, dark nights of the 
soul, and sometimes, intense doubt.

• Stage V: Conjunctive Faith. 
forty, after getting through some of life’s trials and 
hardships, people of faith can begin accepting 
irreconcilable differences, paradox, contradictory 
perspectives—while still having convictions. This stage 
breeds a more open and tolerant view of others. There is 
an appreciation for the gray areas of life. Difference is an 
opportunity for grace toward the other. Give
prevails rather than only one way as the authentic way
perhaps “others are right, because I don’t know 
everything there is to know.” 

• Stage VI: Universalizing Faith. 
unconditional love, and a willingness to suffer on behalf 
of others characterize faithfulness at this level. It is a 
very rare form of faith. 

The move from Stage III to Stage VI is very difficult and yet 
we can ask God for help in making the growth possible. The 
Rev. Billy Graham is a prime example of a Christian who has 
moved through the stages of faith gaining greater grace and 
humility with age. Graham has said of his own faith journey in 
recent years: 
  
‘Within the true church there is a mysterious unity that 

overrides all divisive factors. In groups which in my 

ignorant piousness I formerly “frowned upon

found men so dedicated to Christ and so in love with the 

truth that I have felt unworthy to be in their presence. I 

have learned that although Christians do not always 

agree, they can disagree agreeably, and that 

most needed today is for us to show an unbelieving 

world that we love one another.’

(Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White
Hamilton, p. 31.) 
 I pray that all of us at RUMC will be blessed in the 
season ahead with a deepening faith in 
and a greater love and appreciation for each other. These 
are the greatest blessings of life—
gazillion presents under our Christmas trees. God has given 
us each other as treasure on earth and treasure in hea
Blessings and love in Jesus our Savior and Lord,

Pastor Carol 
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  November Special 

Birthdays 

       And Anniversaries
 

Arline Standiford, 89 on November 2
nd

Rosewood Drive, Cocoa, FL  32926 

 

Ernie Standiford, 93 on November 9
th
, 178 

Rosewood Drive, Cocoa, FL  32926 

 

Janet and Jim Haines, 51
st
 anniversary on 

November 9
th
, 3812 Black Rock Road, Upperco, 

MD  21155 

 

Bob Baker, 93 on November 22
nd
, 112 Nob Hill 

Park Drive, Reisterstown, MD  21136 
 

Please remember these church family members

with a card or a phone call. 
 

Parents Day Out!
For Adolescents ages 5-10

 

Purpose: Parents can enjoy some free time to

 do whatever their hearts desire!

 

Where:  RUMC Fellowship Hall

 

When:   December 13, 2008 
Time: 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
 

Enrollment will be limited to 20 and parents need 

to bring a snack for their child. 

 

 Book Club: 
 

The Book Club will begin its Christmas 

celebration by discussing The Handmaid and the 

Carpenter by Elizabeth Berg.  This is the retelling 

of the Christmas story we love.  Mary is a strong 

and inquisitive young woman betrothed to Joseph, 

a man devoted to the religious beliefs of his 

people. Travel with them to Bethlehem as they 

face the wondrous birth of Jesus.  See you on 

November 19th at 7:00 p.m. in the church library.  
There will be no meeting in December.
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From The ShelvesFrom The ShelvesFrom The ShelvesFrom The Shelves
  
Check out some of our new 

arrivals! 

 
 

My book club and I recently read John Grisham's 

Playing for Pizza. If you'd like to 

it in our church library. It's the story of Rick Dockery. 

When we first meet him, he's just finished a stint as 

third-string quarterback for the Cleveland Browns. The 

entire city's mad at him because he caused the team to 

lose the AFC championship against the Denver 

Broncos (As someone who grew up in Cleveland, I can 

tell you how realistic that is). 
 

After the Browns fire Rick, his agent struggles to find 

another NFL team that will take Rick. Of course, none 

of them will. Finally, he manages to get him a job as 

quarterback for a team in Parma, Italy! Yes, dear 

readers, it turns out that American football has a small 

following in Italy, and they even have a league made 

up of a few teams. 
 

We follow Rick as he adjusts to a new life in Ita

gets into some hilarious scrapes along the way. We 

also learn a lot about the region of Parma and their 

specialty hams and cheeses (That part made me 

hungry). Football fans will appreciate the rich detail in 

which Grisham describes Rick's games. It'

checking out.  Beth Waters 
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Thank You RUMC Family!Thank You RUMC Family!Thank You RUMC Family!Thank You RUMC Family!
Thanks to my RUMC family for 

all the cards, calls and support during my recent 

cancer treatments.  I truly appreciate everyone's 

thoughtfulness and concern.  Bob Croxton
 

         ♥  ♥  ♥ ♥  ♥  ♥  ♥  ♥  ♥  ♥  ♥  ♥
 

Dear RUMC Family, This year has been a year of 

ups and downs for me and I realized I have been 

remiss in thanking my church family for everything 

they have done for me.  So while this is late, it is 

heart-felt and sent with all my love. 
 

In April, Mom was diagnosed with cancer.  Your 

prayers got both of us through a very difficult time.  

I thought Mom was the healthiest person around and 

she would out live me.  This showed me just how 

quickly life can change and how quickly our 

priorities need to change.  Mom handled her 

treatments well over the summer and I thank God for 

bringing her through.   
 

In May, you honored me by selecting me Woman of 

the Year.  What a wonderful gift that was!! The 

many cards and special gifts from Judy Wright and 

Sue Wright were great.   
 

In June, you continued to pray for my family as we 

moved Mom from her home to an apartment 

attached to my cousin's house.  It was not something 

that Mom really wanted to do, but she knew it would 

be for the best since she was struggling to care for 

the house. 
 

When I received the call in August letting me know 

that Mom had taken a turn for the worse, you were 

there again for me.  Prayers for healing and safe 

travel were all there for me.  When it became 

obvious that Mom would not last much longer, the 

prayer team prayed for her transition to the next life.  

Mom went peacefully and painlessly surrounded by 

family.  Once again, your prayers were answered.
 

Today, the picture frame that Judy gave me is on the 

bookshelf at work with a wonderful picture of me 

and Mom, taken two years ago. 
 

There are so many of you to thank, but most of all I 

thank God.  I thank God for you, your prayers, your 

support, your love and your friendship.  Never doubt 

your prayers make a difference.  Love and blessings 

to you all.  Pat Botelle 
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Care Callers – Bind Us Together
 

Sometime in the next three months 

a call from one of the members of our newest 

ministry team: the Care Callers. This is a “checking 

in with each other” ministry because we want to care 

for each other and not have anyone drop through the 

cracks of our life together as a congregation. It is not 

easy to keep up with more than 750 members who 

live in many places locally and out of state. Mary 

Jane Huffman is the Coordinator of this team. Prayer 

concerns, joys, challenges a household is facing, a 

need for conversation with one of our pastors, to be 

connected with some other leader in the life of the 

church, to hear about what is happening next in our 

congregation, will all be possibilities for discussion 

during a call. Your personal information will not be 

shared among the team of Care Callers or with 

anyone else without your permission. All our Callers 

sign confidentiality agreements. We have been 

singing all summer and early fall, "Bind us together, 

Lord, bind us together in love." This is part of living 

out that prayer to God who does bind us togethe

love.  
 

Five Years Of Caring
 

RUMC’s Church Care Team recently marked the five 

year anniversary of its inception and the beginning of 

many opportunities to serve our congregation.  We 

have visited those who are hospitalized, ill or 

recuperating, and those who are bereaved, troubled, or 

dealing with the difficult situations of life.  We have 

provided transportation, food, comfort, encouragement, 

and made ourselves available wherever we could help.  

Many cards and notes have been sent, phone calls 

made, and prayers offered so that our members know 

RUMC really cares about their wellbeing.

If the Church Care Team can help YOU or someone 

you know, please contact the church office, a pastor or 

one of the following members and we will be in 

contact soon: 

 

 Suzanne Pierce  

 Cindy Smith  

 Lynn Owings  

 Linda Finley  
 

We welcome also new Care Team members.  If you 

are interested in becoming part of this important 

ministry please contact Barb Kehne (410

or the church office. 
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year anniversary of its inception and the beginning of 

many opportunities to serve our congregation.  We 

have visited those who are hospitalized, ill or 

those who are bereaved, troubled, or 

dealing with the difficult situations of life.  We have 

provided transportation, food, comfort, encouragement, 

and made ourselves available wherever we could help.  

Many cards and notes have been sent, phone calls 

and prayers offered so that our members know 

RUMC really cares about their wellbeing. 

If the Church Care Team can help YOU or someone 

you know, please contact the church office, a pastor or 

one of the following members and we will be in 

Linda Morrison 

Carol Hoffman

Barb Kehne 

Becky McClure  

We welcome also new Care Team members.  If you 

are interested in becoming part of this important 

ministry please contact Barb Kehne (410-861-6292) 



Food, Food, Food
 

November 23rd will be a special 

“Harvest of Food” for the food bank. 

Supplies are always low because the 

demand has been high this fall in our community. 

Following are the staples that are most needed in 

each Unit of Food:  
 

16 oz cans of corn, potatoes, green beans, 

peas, carrots, baked beans 

16 oz cans of peaches, pears, pineapple,

 applesauce, Mandarin oranges 

6 oz cans of chicken, tuna (in water) 

7 oz boxes of macaroni and cheese 

16 oz boxes of any kind of pasta 

26 oz jars of spaghetti or pasta sauce 

18 oz peanut butter in plastic jars 

Jelly, ketchup, syrup, cooking oil, mayonnaise,

 powdered milk, cake mix & frosting, 

brownie 

 mix, crackers, rice side dishes 

Cream of chicken, cream of celery, broth, any

 other traditional soups 

Cereal 13 oz and less 

Oatmeal, pancake, waffle, muffin mix
 

Please bring your food gifts to worship;
have a “gathering time” during the service. This puts 

“hands and feet” on our thanks to God for all the 

blessings of life.  

 

GRATITUDE FOR GOD’S GIFTS 
It prompts our giving of time, talent, 

treasure 
a 

The Thanksgiving holiday is a time to contemplate that 
Gratitude is the beginning of Christian faith. Before we 

gain understanding of Christ, before we sense the 

presence of the Holy Spirit, we can become conscious of 

God’s blessings and give thanks for them.  At that time, 

we might also begin to realize that God has a firm hand 
upon our lives, to realize how much we have been guided 

by him.  

With partial understanding we develop further gratitude

and further faith. Eventually, we reach a complete belief 

in Christ. Then is when we learn the Gratitude of having 

been chosen to believe. 

We learn to be grateful for the gift of life, of health and 

the gifts of talents and abilities. Gratitude, rather than 

duty, prompts our giving to God our Time, our Talents, 

and our Treasure. Perhaps the ultimate Gratitude is 

reached the day we find a way to serve our Lord by 
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Please bring your food gifts to worship; we will 
have a “gathering time” during the service. This puts 

“hands and feet” on our thanks to God for all the 
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The Thanksgiving holiday is a time to contemplate that 
Gratitude is the beginning of Christian faith. Before we 

gain understanding of Christ, before we sense the 

presence of the Holy Spirit, we can become conscious of 

em.  At that time, 

we might also begin to realize that God has a firm hand 
upon our lives, to realize how much we have been guided 

With partial understanding we develop further gratitude 
and further faith. Eventually, we reach a complete belief 

Christ. Then is when we learn the Gratitude of having 

We learn to be grateful for the gift of life, of health and 

the gifts of talents and abilities. Gratitude, rather than 

duty, prompts our giving to God our Time, our Talents, 

our Treasure. Perhaps the ultimate Gratitude is 

reached the day we find a way to serve our Lord by 

befriending our fellow man. Gratitude is the beginning of 

Faith; Faith leads us to the ultimate Gratitude.
*  * 

NOT OURS – We keep before us the fact tha

stewardship is basically about things that don’t belong 

to us. What do we do with the gifts of God? The gift 

becomes the task.  

There  is a sense of urgency that we must be stewards 

of the Gospel, of the friendship of God, an urgency of 

opportunity of giving thanks to God, for returning to 

Him that which is His alone. 

We pray that we may grow together in the 

stewardship of our lives. 
 

Dennis & Mary Smith, David Davies 

Team   adapted from Parish Publications, Inc
 

UMW  ReceivedUMW  ReceivedUMW  ReceivedUMW  Received    “5 Star” Recognition“5 Star” Recognition“5 Star” Recognition“5 Star” Recognition
On Saturday, October 18, our UMW was 

recognized at the Baltimore West District 

Annual Meeting for our mission work during 

the past year.  We received the “Five Star 

Unit” certificate for our mission giving in five 

designated areas.  Also we received the "M

Today Unit – Silver Level” for our mission projects.  

Seven ladies earned certificates for participation in the 

UMW Reading Program as follows:  Level 1:  

Brown and Mary Lynne Nelson;
Lani Hoffmann, Hazel Mays, and Cind
III:  Aileen Rund.  Congratulations to all and thanks for 
your dedication! 

 

Sermon Topics in the Weeks Ahead
 
November 2nd we will honor “the saints”

our worship time. Those who have died in the last year will 

be named, the bell will ring and a candle lit in honor of our 

brothers and sisters in Christ who have gone home to be with 

the Lord. The next three Sundays in November we will focus 

on John Wesley’s Three Rules (all UM congregations in our 

conference are being encouraged to foc

Rules):  
 

1. Do no harm. 
2. Do all the good you can. 
3. Love God. 
 
Our District Superintendent, the Rev. Karin Walker will 
preach on November 16th.  
 
For the seasons of Advent and Christmas our theme will 
be “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the 

children of God,” from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Isaiah 

called Jesus “The Prince of Peace”. We need God’s peace 

in our personal lives, in our families and neighborhoods, in 

our schools, churches, communities, and world.  

befriending our fellow man. Gratitude is the beginning of 

Faith; Faith leads us to the ultimate Gratitude. 
  * 
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brothers and sisters in Christ who have gone home to be with 

the Lord. The next three Sundays in November we will focus 

on John Wesley’s Three Rules (all UM congregations in our 

conference are being encouraged to focus on the Three 

Our District Superintendent, the Rev. Karin Walker will 

Advent and Christmas our theme will 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the 

children of God,” from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Isaiah 

called Jesus “The Prince of Peace”. We need God’s peace - 

in our personal lives, in our families and neighborhoods, in 

, communities, and world.   



BALTIMORE REGION  
OF THE BALTIMORE-WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 

OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION TRIP 
INFORMATION SHEET 

 
Purpose: To share Christ's love by helping people affected by the 2008 Gulf Coast Hurricanes. 
 
Date:  Saturday, January 17 - Saturday, January 24, 2009 and  

Saturday, January 24 - Saturday, January 31, 2009 
 
Team members can plan to come for one or both weeks.     

 
Location: Dulac, Louisiana (hit by Hurricane Gustav) 
 
Work: As determined by the mission manager for the Dulac Station, Darryl Guy.  Presumed at this 

point to include primarily gutting homes of water-damaged materials; spraying bleach mixture 
on remaining non-porous surfaces; may include roof repair, insulation, and hanging dry wall.  
Possibility that some homes may still be left that need to be mucked out and that some tree 
removal work will remain. 

 
Who? Any adults (18 and over) from the Baltimore Suburban District (clergy or lay) who are 

compelled by the love of Christ to respond are invited to apply for participation on the team.  
Youth, 16 -18, may attend if accompanied by a parent.   

 
Almost any skill level can be used.  Training will be offered in advance of the trip and on site. 
 
Team members will be expected to contribute the individual cost.  They may engage in 
fundraising or requests gifts to help pay this cost.   
 
The team coordinator is Richard Brown-Whale, 443-231-5260; thebrownwhales@yahoo.com; 
600 Maryland Ave., Essex, MD 21221.  Contact him to apply or for further information. 
 
Deadline for application is December 1, 2008.   

 
Cost: The best guess at this time is  
 For one week:     For two weeks: 
 Flight    $ 250   Flight    $ 250 
 Vehicle rental and gas   100    Vehicle rental and gas     200 
 Insurance      14   Insurance        28 
 Food     136   Food       272 
  Total per person $ 500   Total per person  $ 750 
 

It would be hoped that more money could be raised to assist with cleanup and reconstruction 
costs. 

 
Transportation:  It is assumed that most, if not all, members of the team will fly from BWI to New  
  Orleans.  We will rent vehicles there and travel by car to Dulac.  We will have use of  
  these vehicles until we return to New Orleans International Airport for the flight back  
  home. 
 
Accommodations: It is too early to know yet what will be available in January.  We need to assume at this  

point that we need to be self-sufficient, although we will probably have use of a church  
building in which to stay.     

 
Tools and Baggage: Further information will be provided later.  We are working out options for getting tools  

   to Dulac given current airline baggage restrictions. 



 

 

 

Cherub Choir Rehearsals 
 

 

 

 

ATTENTION: SINGERS AGES 4 and up 
 
We are looking for young singers who like to have fun and “Praise the Lord!! 

 
If you have a child aged four years old and older who would like to sing in the Cherub Choir, please 

make note of the following rehearsal schedule.  We have tried to diversify the days for rehearsals so 

that our schedule will accommodate those children who have other activities.   All rehearsals will be 

in the Music Room down near the Fellowship Hall.  This is the same room where Music is taught to 

the Sunday School classes.  The first time we sing will be on the Sunday before Thanksgiving.  We 

will also sing on Music Sunday, December 21, and on Christmas Eve for the 4:00 Family Service.   

 
 CHERUB REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 

 

Sunday, October 26 11:15 – 11:45 (following Sunday School) 

 

Sunday, November 2 11:15 – 11:45 (following Sunday School) 

 

                Wednesday, November 12      6:30 – 7:00 

 

Sunday, November 16 11:15 – 11:45 (following Sunday School) 

 

                Thursday, November 20          6:30 – 7:15* (in Music Room and Sanctuary) 

 

 
Questions?  Contact Mrs. Rhodes (410-833-7456)   
or email at barbsretired@comcast.net 
  



                                                                                                                                      
 

                   REISTERSTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

                   Carol C. Yocum & Dick Harden

                   246 Main Street 

                   Reisterstown, MD 21136 

 

                   Return Service Requested 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult New Member ClassAdult New Member ClassAdult New Member ClassAdult New Member Class
 

The pastors will have an orientation for adults 

considering membership at RUMC on Nov. 2 & 9
The class will be received on Nov. 16th

interested please call the office at 410-833

e-mail pastorcarol@rumcweb.org 
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Adult New Member ClassAdult New Member ClassAdult New Member ClassAdult New Member Class::::    

The pastors will have an orientation for adults 

Nov. 2 & 9. 
th. If you are 
833-5440 or 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Corner
 

Make plans now to visit with us on 

2008 for the Annual Tree Lighting and Wreath 
Auction at our church.  Festivities begin at 
on the lawn with the Over 50 Crowd, Maryland 
Sings and visiting choirs.  On 
Christmas Eve at 11:00 pm
and guests will present a cantata, "There is Peace in 

the World Tonight".  Bill Myers, Director of Music 
Ministries 
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Music Corner 
Make plans now to visit with us on December 6, 
2008 for the Annual Tree Lighting and Wreath 

Festivities begin at 6:30 pm 

Over 50 Crowd, Maryland 
On December 24, 2008, 

11:00 pm, the Chancel Singers 
and guests will present a cantata, "There is Peace in 

Bill Myers, Director of Music 


