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It’s a Guy Thing! 

Recently the Men’s Ministry leadership team conducted the 
third annual men’s retreat at Manidokan Retreat Center 
located near Harper’s Ferry WV. Twenty men -- ranging in 
age from mid-thirties to mid-eighties --- came to the 
Serenity Lodge from Friday evening until Sunday noon. 
Everyone remarked that they had a great time that was 
especially uplifting, restful and challenging.  
 
We sang, ate, hiked, swam in the Potomac, floated in tubes 
on the Potomac, rode bikes on the C&O canal towpath, 
hiked the Appalachian Trail, toured Antietam, saw trains at 
Brunswick, we napped, we talked, we drank lots of coffee, 
joked around, had a campfire, fixed popcorn, sang spirituals 
led by John, we got little sleep - and we prayed - we talked 
about Jesus Christ - we anguished about God’s absence in 
our lives - we rejoiced at the visible workings of God’s 
mighty hand in our lives – we listened to other men lead us 
in reflective Bible study and we worshiped together. We 
were the men of Christ. It truly was a guy thing. 
 
So often men do not participate in church! Studies by the 
Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life1 find that generally 
less than 34% of the worshiping congregation is men. Our 
RUMC congregation reflects that same distribution. I have 
always wondered why men seem to have abdicated their 
church attendance to the women and assume that they 
(men) will obtain the “spiritual” side of their life by reverse 
osmosis from their wives or girlfriends. I believe that this 
approach to being a man – a spiritual man--- does not work.  
 
Here is why I say that: Take a close look at Jesus -- Jesus 
embodies what it means to be fully human. The Jesus I 
know, as described in the Gospels, is a compassionate, 
caring man’s man. He is tough, he is direct, he is firm, 
Jesus is out and about – he is purposeful and driven. Jesus 
followed God’s direction on the road to Calvary – Jesus 
stayed true to God’s leadings and God’s promise. Jesus is 
a man’s man (and a woman’s also). And – Jesus cares for 
the disenfranchised – he is concerned about justice – he 
says that we are to love each other and not fight each 
other. Jesus is fully human – and fully divine! 
                                                           
1
 www.azcentral.com 

So, why are men absent from church? Why are men not 
involved in their spiritual development? Why do men just let 
the women take the children to church and Sunday School?  
Maybe it is easier just to stay home on Sunday morning – 
after all it is a day of rest isn’t it? Maybe the excuses we 
use are that – I have worked all week and I need some time 
to myself! Or it is Raven’s day or Orioles day, or soccer day 
– or – or—or what ever you choose. Or – I do not want to! 
 
But detailed congregational studies continue to show that 
when both parents participate in the religious education of 
their children there is a greater probability that the children 
will continue in church as they grow to adulthood.2 If only 
one or neither parent participates in bringing their child to 
church, there is a greater probability that the child will not 
be involved in a church as they mature. So, this line of 
argument points to a parental obligation to their children. 
 
But, sometimes men want to come to church. They realize 
that God really is working in their lives and they want to 
know more about that. Jesus’ love is contagious and not 
just limited to women – men too can experience the love of 
Jesus as the Spirit pulls them into a deeper commitment. 
Maybe that is the keyword about coming to church – 
commitment – and it has a fearful connotation for men (and 
for some women). 
 
But the men on the retreat made the commitment to attend 
the retreat – and they attend worship. Following Jesus is 
also a guy thing (and a woman’s thing) that requires 
commitment and action. The guys on the retreat 
rediscovered that. Join us on Tuesday or Wednesday 
nights beginning October 7th to learn more about Jesus. It is 
a guy thing! 
 
 

DickDickDickDick    
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                                                                MemorialsMemorialsMemorialsMemorials    
 
      In memory of:  Nettie France  
      For: Memorial Fund 
      Given by: Wendi Biemer 
                       Norman Clavey 
 

  October Special Birthdays 

    And Anniversaries 
 
Elsie Smith, 88th  birthday on October 10th, 205 St. 
Mark Way, Apt. 216, Westminster, MD 21158 
 
Helen Warner, 95th birthday on October 26th, 507 
High Acre Dr., #206, Westminster, MD 21157 
 

Please remember these church family members 
with a card or a phone call. 

 
Newsletter Distribution - Thank You 
 
We wish to thank all of the women who over many, 
many years have come out to collate the church 
newsletter which has been enjoyed by so many 
families and friends of RUMC. 
 
Ann Garman has chaired this group for over 
twenty years and has done a wonderful job.  The 
many dedicated women who throughout the years 
helped with the newsletter have been Peggy Eline, 
Betty Ensor, Helen Fair, Eleanor Gardner, Betty 
Hammond, Mary Jane Huffman, Gerri Lewis, 
Margaret Merkel, Louise Meyers, Marion 
Peregoy, and I apologize for any names I may have 
omitted.   
 
This past year, it was decided to put the monthly 
newsletter on the website and many families have 
taken advantage of this new technology.  We are 
still happy to send hard copies to anyone who may 
wish to have them mailed to them monthly.  The 
savings in postage and paper per month by using 
the website is $168. 
 
Many heartfelt thanks to all of you for your faithful 
service throughout the years!!   
 
Jan Porter, Office Manager 

RUMC Harvest Hoedown!!!RUMC Harvest Hoedown!!!RUMC Harvest Hoedown!!!RUMC Harvest Hoedown!!!   
 

Bring your family and friends for an 
afternoon of food, fun and fellowship.  
Save the date – Saturday, October 25th 
from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. at Pastor Dick's 
ranch!  We will have crafts, hayrides and 
games, and will end the day with S'mores 
around the campfire.  Please bring a side 

dish to share, blanket or chairs, and non-alcoholic 
beverages for your family.  Grilled hot dogs and 
lemonade will be provided.  Please respond to Laura and 
Chris Raab (410-871-0708 or lauraraab@comcast.net). 
 
Board of Child Care Auxiliary:Board of Child Care Auxiliary:Board of Child Care Auxiliary:Board of Child Care Auxiliary:    
 
Keep saving Campbell’s UPC codes, Franco American 
Prego lids and Box Tops for Education.  Please place 
them in the UMW mailbox. 
 
October:  We are collecting 15 to 16 oz. cans of peas or 
corn to fill 175 Thanksgiving baskets until October 21st 
for Foster Care Baskets.  Please place them in the Board 
of Child Care Auxiliary basket. 
 
November: We will be collecting items for the 
Christmas Store until November 23rd – toys, games, 
baby outfits, flashlights, perfumes, sweaters, socks – the 
list will be on the table in the hallway.  Children buy 
items for their family members. 
 
All children are special.  God bless.  Hazel Mays 410-
356-7511. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
Submissions for the November Newsletter are due by 
Sunday, October 19th, 10:00 am. Please e-mail articles 
to rumcoffice@rumcweb.org 
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From The Shelves:From The Shelves:From The Shelves:From The Shelves:    
  Check out some of our new arrivals! 
 
Mystery:  Finding Marie by Susan 
Page Davis.  A young woman 

witnesses a murder in an airport – now they are 
after her!  Marie discovers just how resourceful she 
can be when put to the test.  She also learns how 
loving her Heavenly Father is as he delivers her to 
safety after each twist and turn.  This is a fun little 
mystery by a new author. 
 
Thriller:  Town curses, dragons, riots, family 
secrets, Christian saviors… Oath is another  
“on-the-edge-of-your-seat” story by Frank Peretti. 
 
Biography: Me, Myself, and Bob by Phil Vischer.  
This is the story behind VeggieTales.  I found this 
book quite fascinating and funny throughout.  It 
tells of the rise and fall of a company and a man’s 
dream.  It also reveals God’s hand in the whole 
process.  The final chapters will make you sit up 
and think about some of your own dreams and 
plans.  Enjoy, Lani 
 

 Book Club: 

You may have read this book years ago for an 
English class or enjoyed the movie starring Gregory 
Peck.  It is time to dust off a copy of the American 
classic, To Kill a Mockingbird.  Harper Lee won the 
Pulitzer Prize for her novel about race and justice in 
the deep South of the 1930's.  Please come to Book 
Club on Wednesday, October 15th at 7:00 pm in 
the library. 
 

Thank you John!! 

A Huge Thank You goes out to John Braxton, our 
custodian, who has spent most of the summer, 
before all of our activities start up in the fall, 
stripping, waxing and cleaning all of our Sunday 
School rooms and hallways.  The office has 
received so many calls and compliments telling us 
how great it looks.  He is now starting on the 
Fellowship Hall.  THANKS SO MUCH, JOHN, 
FOR ALL THAT YOU DO TO MAKE OUR 
FACILITY LOOK GREAT!! 

UMW Gift Cards Fundraiser!UMW Gift Cards Fundraiser!UMW Gift Cards Fundraiser!UMW Gift Cards Fundraiser!    
 
United Methodist Women are selling Gift Cards 
each month as our primary fundraiser.  Gift card 
order forms can be found on the bulletin board in 
the Narthex and in the Hallway bulletin board near 
the Fellowship Hall.  The orders are due on the 3rd 
Sunday of each month, Oct. 19th.  Representatives 
from UMW will be at the back entrance to take 
orders.  Payment is due with each order.  If you 
have any questions, please call Tammy Nash 410-
239-8394.   
 
The UMW is also selling Mars certificates.  If you 
shop at Mars, why not use these certificates and 
help us make money for our projects?  Call Lois 
Burton, 410-833-5489 for more information.    
 
Need a gift for a friend or just to say thank you?  
These gift cards are great!  You can also use them 
to dine out, shop for yourself or family or go 
grocery shopping. 
 

The Circle of Friends saysThe Circle of Friends saysThe Circle of Friends saysThe Circle of Friends says    

"Thank You""Thank You""Thank You""Thank You"    
  
The Circle of Friends would like to thank 
EVERYONE for their help with the Children's 
Consignment Sale.  We had more volunteers this 
year than ever before.  People were showing up for 
every shift that hadn't even signed up.  It was 
AWESOME!!  We cannot thank you enough!!  The 
sale was a big success and we couldn't have done it 
without you!!  We had almost $17,000 in sales!!  
After deducting expenses and paying the 
consignors, our profit was $6,500!!  We would 
also like to thank Bay Country Rentals and 
Santoni's for their donations. 
  
We are already planning next year's sale, so start 
saving your gently used children's clothing, toys 
and baby equipment. 
 

Think Christmas!! 
 
The Willing Workers Circle will be taking prepaid 
orders for “Holiday Evergreens” during the 
month of October.  Watch for order forms at 
various locations in the church. 
 



Topics of Interest for Men:   

• Wednesday, October 1st will be our Movie 
Night showing "Amazing Grace", the story of 
Wilbur Wilberforce who fought the issue of 
slavery in England during the 19th century 
before our Civil War. This film was 
recommended at the Men's Retreat and an 
exclusive showing will be held at the Men's 
Group meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m. Light 
refreshments will be served at this meeting.  

• On Saturday, October 4th the Men's Fellowship 
Breakfast will be held at New Towne Diner. 
 Join a congenial group of guys enjoying 
breakfast with servings of friendly chat, 
dynamic discussions, with a good sense of 
humor, a tasty meal and more of the up to date 
info on the upcoming activities of our 
Brotherhood of Christian Men.  One of the 
topics will be the search for a name for our 
group. Bring your suggestions.  

• On Tuesday October 7th and Wednesday, 
October 8th (Two separate classes will be held – 
choose either Tuesday or Wednesday night) we 
will begin the Men's study of Seeing Gray in a 
World of Black and White. The topic of the 
Men's Retreat in September was an overview of 
Adam Hamilton's book. Join in a new 
conversation about the relationship between 
personal faith and social justice. In both faith 
and politics, we are seeking to forge a new path 
that transcends the extremes of our polarized 
and paralyzed political culture and the divided 
religious institutions. Join us in seeking the 
moral ground on which a new consensus can be 
built and better decisions are made. There is still 
time to participate in this study. Call Pastor 
Dick at the office to register and purchase the 
book.   

 
 
Those interested in New Member Orientation, we 
will have a class Oct. 12th and 19th @ 11:30 am in 
the Sanctuary Parlor.  
 
  
 
 
 

Thank You RUMC Family!Thank You RUMC Family!Thank You RUMC Family!Thank You RUMC Family!    
 

♥ Thank you so much for the Peace Lily given to 
us in memory of Jeff’s father – it is beautiful!  It 
was a comfort to us knowing that we were in the 
thoughts and prayers of our church family.  The 
many cards and the telephone calls from Pastor 
Carol were greatly appreciated.  Pam and Jeff 
Horner 

♥ Thank you so much for the many cards and 
prayers you offered our family following the 
passing of our mom, Nettie France.  Fondly, The 
France, Goodnight and Frenkil families 

♥ Thank you so much for your prayers, concern 
and support during this difficult time.  The plant 
is beautiful and such a thoughtful gesture.  We 
are so lucky to have such a wonderful church 
family that cares so much even though it has 
been difficult to be as active as we would like to 
be.  This really means more then you know.  
Love, Bill, Chris, Liam & Jack Marlow 

 

It’s Blood Drive Time Again! 
 

Some of you have already signed up.  
If you have forgotten, I will call you 
with a reminder of your appointment 
time.   
 
If you are interested in donating and 

have not yet signed up, please take the opportunity 
to do so at this time.  I would be happy to arrange a 
time for you! 
 
The drive is from 7:30 am – 1:30 pm on October 
18th.  Thank you, as always, for your support!!  I 
look forward to yet another successful community 
blood drive.  Kelly S. Fairhurst  410-356-8695 
 

At the Movies … 
 
The movie Fireproof is about the struggles 

of marriage and living the vows. It comes from a 
Christian perspective.  To watch the trailer; 
http://www.fireproofthemovie.com/ - opens in 
theatres Sept. 26th. 
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Youth Ministry Youth Ministry Youth Ministry Youth Ministry 
Mission StatementMission StatementMission StatementMission Statement    

“To attract and inspire “To attract and inspire “To attract and inspire “To attract and inspire 
youth to be alive for youth to be alive for youth to be alive for youth to be alive for 

Jesus & make a Jesus & make a Jesus & make a Jesus & make a 
‘Jesus’ kind of ‘Jesus’ kind of ‘Jesus’ kind of ‘Jesus’ kind of 

difference”difference”difference”difference”    
 
Girls ages 12+ are invited to join FFFM…What is 
FFFM? A girls group inspired by their Mission of 
Growing in Faith with friends while having fun 
& completing mission projects. 
 
Oct 2Oct 2Oct 2Oct 2ndndndnd FFFM girlsFFFM girlsFFFM girlsFFFM girls invited to join the UMW to 
watch Bible Monologue of Noah’s Wife 7pm. 7pm. 7pm. 7pm. 
Please contact Miss Amy asap!Please contact Miss Amy asap!Please contact Miss Amy asap!Please contact Miss Amy asap! 
Oct 4Oct 4Oct 4Oct 4thththth Maize Craze 5-11pm 
Oct 5Oct 5Oct 5Oct 5thththth FFFM BeginsFFFM BeginsFFFM BeginsFFFM Begins 11:15-1 in the Science 
Sunday School room! No Youth GroupNo Youth GroupNo Youth GroupNo Youth Group (Relax 
from the hard effort of Youth Sunday and 
getting lost in the Maize. 
Oct 12Oct 12Oct 12Oct 12thththth The youth will tour Hearts Place 
Homeless Shelter 12-3pm.  We will eat lunch in 
the DCCYC @ 11:15 and leave RUMC @ 12noon to 
arrive by 12:30.  Please sign up on the RUMC Please sign up on the RUMC Please sign up on the RUMC Please sign up on the RUMC 
web or contact Miss Amy!web or contact Miss Amy!web or contact Miss Amy!web or contact Miss Amy!    
Oct 19Oct 19Oct 19Oct 19thththth Mystery Outing Combined Youth Group 
6-8 
Oct 25Oct 25Oct 25Oct 25thththth Youth Group & Families Harvest 
Hoedown @ Pastor Dicks 1-6pm 
Oct 26Oct 26Oct 26Oct 26thththth No Youth Group 
Nov 2Nov 2Nov 2Nov 2ndndndnd Combined Youth Group 
Nov 8Nov 8Nov 8Nov 8thththth Bike/Hike Harpers Ferry (More Details 
to come) 
Nov 9Nov 9Nov 9Nov 9thththth Combo youth group to serveserveserveserve at Hearts 
Place Homeless Shelter (4-7) 
Nov 15/16Nov 15/16Nov 15/16Nov 15/16thththth Fasting Lock-In @ Reisterstown 
Baptist Church (7p-11a) Walk in the shoes of the 
homeless & the hungry 

A BIG Big thanks to the moms & dads & 

Grandparents who have been bringing 

snacks for youth group!! WE really 

appreciate it! Keep em comin!! 

Fuddrucker's Night!! 
 
Please come out and show you 
support for our church's Nursery 
School and enjoy the world's greatest 
burgers too!  RUMNS is having a 

"FUN"raiser at Fuddrucker's in Owings Mills on 
Wednesday, October 15th from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.  
Tell your friends and neighbors to come out for a 
fun night and great food.  The children love to see 
familiar faces and we love all your support! 
 

The United Methodist Church’s Best 
Kept Secret, The NOMADS Program 

NOMADS stands for "Nomads On a Mission, 
Active in Divine Service". This 20 year old 
Program brings together Methodists and others who 
do mission projects, while living in and working out 
of their RVs.  NOMADS began in the upper mid-
west. Membership is slowly spreading across the 
nation and is popular with retired people.  Work 
teams gather in small groups of 3 to 7 couples. Most 
projects require a three weeks commitment.  The 
NOMADS Office is currently in Shawnee, KA, and 
has one paid staff person who coordinates projects 
teams, writes a weekly newsletter and keeps the 
website up to date.  

When Sally and Burton said goodbye at RUMC on 
Sunday, September 14, 2008, they finished packing 
and left on Monday morning for the NOMADS 
Reunion and Annual Meeting, September 22 - 26th, 
2008, Shawnee, OK, entitled, "Come Celebrate 
‘20 Years of Making a Difference’". Three 
hundred NOMADS were expected for this five day 
gathering. Along with meeting old and new friends, 
worshiping, and sharing meals, this is where they 
find out what project they will be assigned. Have no 
fear, they will be back at RUMC eventually.  So the 
next time you hear about a couple being 
"NOMADS", ask them where they were able to 
serve as "Nomads On a Mission, Active in Divine 
Service", and if you are able and willing, join 
NOMADS yourself and join in the fun, fellowship 
and service. 

You may wish to visit the NOMADS website at: 
www.nomadsumc.org for additional information. 


